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“In 2010, 123.3 million
people, or 39 percent of
the nation's population
lived in counties directly

on the shoreline. This
population is expected to
increase by 8% from 2010

to 2020.” NOAA Data



Who Wouldn’t want to Live by the Water?





The New Norm



Super Storm Sandy



Winter Storm Jonas 1/26
• Approximately 31 people died
• 11 states declared a State of Emergency
• Storm Surge in Southern Jersey 9.4 ft.





FL & MO



Citizen Science can be a tremendous asset to communities
working on Coastal Resilience. The Citizen Science Coastal

Wetlands program is designed to raise the level of
understanding Coastal Ecology, and involves students and

community members in filling data gaps in coastal ecosystems,
identifying program areas and creating long term partnerships.

Citizen Science Coastal Wetlands Program



Citizen Science

• Raise the Understanding of Wetlands Ecology

• Informed Public = Public Awareness

• Identify Areas in Need of Restoration

• Document Trends Over Time



Once the funding is gone, the science is gone,
partners are gone…Who’s left…

CITIZEN SCIENTISTS

Funding Attention Deficit Syndrome



Visual Documentation







Challenges







Opportunities
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